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"If you expect to see thefind results of your work, you smply have not asked a big
enoughquestion.” |.F. Stone

I. introduction: pog-issue activism

Our planet is heading into an unprecedented globd crisis. Theblatancy of the corparate
power grab and the accelerating ecological meltdown is evidence tha we donotlivein
an erawhere we can afford theluxury of fighting the symptoms. Asis often noted, crisis
provides both dange and oppotunity. Theextent tha these two opposng qudities
defineour erawill belargdy based onthe appeal and breadth of the sodal movements
which arise to address thecrigs.

This essay is pat of my own struggle to explore apolitics tha is commensurate with the
scale of theglobd crisis. In part it was ingired by a profoundstrategy ingght| received
while watching a circling bird of prey. Theraptor seemed to spend hours camly drifting
on the breezes, waiting and watching, then suddenly made a lightning quick dive to seize
its prey. Had | only witnessed theraptor@ find plunge | mightnot have redizing tha it
took hours of paient surveillance for the raptor to bein theright place to make a
seemingly effortlesskill. | was struck by what a clear metaphortheraptor@ circling time
isfor wha our movements need to doin order to be successful. Soda changeisnad just
thebird of prey@ sudden plungeN theflurry of direct confrontation - butrather thewhole
process of circling, preparing and strategizing.

Andysisisthemog import tool in thesoda changetoolbox. It is this process of
andysisN thework to find the points of intervention and leverage in the system we are
workingto tranformN  tha suggests why, where and how to use the other tools. Many of
usare impatient in ourdesire for changeand paticularly, those of usfrom privileged
backgrounds are often times unshooled in theredities of longterm struggle.

| often recall the Buddhist saying Orhetask before usis very urgent so we mus slow
down.O This essay is my effort as an organizer who has been deeply involved in a
number of recent globd justice mass actions to Glow downQa bit and explore some new
andytica tools.

My hopeis tha this essay will indte deeper convesationsaboutstrategies for building
movements with theindusveness, creativity and depth of vision necessary to move
towardsamore jugt and saneworld. To do so, |et@ begin by asking why aren®more
globd north movements coming forward with systemic critiques? Why despite the
increasingly obviousnature of thecrisis, isn®there more visible resistance to the
corporate take over of theglobd pditical system, econony and culture?

Theanswer to thisquestion liesin our exploration of how pahological vaues have
shgped notonly the globd system but also our ability to imaginetruechange Thesystem
we are fightingis notmerely structural it® also indde us throughtheinterndization of
oppressive cultural noms which define our worldview. Our mindshave been colonized



to nomalize deeply pathdogical assumptions Thus often times our own sense of self-
defeatism becomes complicit with the anesthetic qudities of a cynical mass mediato
make fundanental sodal changeunimaginable.

As aconsquence activists frequently ghdtoize themselves by self-identifying through
protest and failing to conceive of themselves as building movements tha can actudly
changepower relations All too often we project our own sense of powerlessness by
mistaking militancy for radicalism and mobilization for movement building. It seems
highly unlikely to me that capitalism will be smashed onewindowat atime. Likewise
getting tens of thousandsof people to take joint actionis notan end in itself, rather only
thefirst step in catalyzing degper shiftsin thedominant culture. Our revolution(s) will
really start rolling when thelogic of our actionsand the appeal of our disobedienceis so
clear that it can easily replicate and spread far beyondthe limiting definition of
QprotesterOor GctivistO

To do so, our movements for judice, ecology and democracy mus degpen thar message
by more effectively articulating the values crisis undelying the corporate system. We
mug lay claim to life-affirming, common sense values and expos oneof themog blatant
revolutionay truthsof themoden era: the corporate rule system rooted in sacrificing
human dignity and planetary health for elite profit is out of alignment with common sense
values.

Thisisthedomein of pog-issue activismN therecognition tha theroots of the
emerging crisisliein thefundanental flaws of themoden order and tha our movements
for changeneed to talk aboutre-designingthewhde globd syslemN now. Pog-issue
activism is adramatic divergence from the slow progression of single-issue politics,
narrow congituendes and band-aid solutions Traditiond single-issue politics, despite
noble and pragmatic gods, is hotjug a strategic and gradudist path to the same god of
globd trandormation. Too often the framework of issue-based struggle needsto affirm
theexisting system in order to win concessionsand thusfails to nurture the evolution of
more systemic movements. An andogy istha much of our sodal changeenergy is spent
campagning agang the smokerather than clearly alerting people to thefact tha ther
hougisonfire. Pog-issueactivism will notreplace single-issue politics - the people and
ecosystems closest to the smoke need relief now - but rather strengthen ongong struggdes
by providing alarger sodal changecontext.

Pog-issue activism is the struggle to address the holistic naure of thecrisisand it
demandsnew frameworks, new alliances and new strategies. We mug find waysto
articulate the connestionsbetween all the GssuesOby revealing the pahdogical naure of
the corporate system. To do so we mug rise to thechdlengeof going beyond(rather
than abandoning) single-issuepolitics. We have to learn to talk aboutvalues, degpen our
andysis withoutsacrificing accessibility and direct more soda changeresources into
creating political space for atruly trandormative arenaof sodal change

To explore de-colonizing therevolutionayy imagination, we must reference the history of
colonization. Theword colonialism comes from @oloniaOa L atin word for rural



farmstead. When thearmies of the Roman empire conqueed the peoples of Europethey
seized theland and created colonias to control theterritory. Over athousnd years | ater
Europecame to be controlled by leaders who went on to mimic this crudty, andforce
Western civilization (“a disease historically spread by sharp swords'*) upontherest of
theworld.

Colonialism isnot jug the process of establishing physcal control over territory, it isthe
process of establishing theideologies and theidentities - coloniesin themind - tha
perpetuae control. Centra to this process has been the manufacture of attitudes of
racism, naiondism, pariarcha manhood andthedivision of sodety into economnic
classes. If we areto take serioudy decolonizing therevolutionay imaginaion then we
mug examine how these attitudes, shapethe way we conceive of soda change
Likewise we mug remembe tha andysisis shagped by expeience and tha those who
suffer directly astargets of these oppressive attitudes often live the experiences which
create clear andysis. Let usnotforge tha effective revolutionsare based onlistening.

In facingtheglobd crisis, the mos powerful weapontha we haveis ourimaginaions
But first we mug liberate ourselves from the conceptud limitationswe place on sodal
change Aswe expandtheream of thepossible we shagpethedirection of the probable.
This meansdirectly confronting the mythsand assumptionstha make a better world
seem undtainable. To tha end this essay endeavors to explore some toolsto hdp us
undhackle our imaginaionsand degpen the momentum of the globd jugice movements
into a political space to fundanentally re-design the globd system.

On afind note of introdudion | wish to clarify tha mog of theideas presented in this
essay are ndther new nortruly my own. ldeas by thar nature quickly cross-pollinae and
grow beyondany individud'srolein ther articulation. All activists owe a great debt to
shaed expeience. | pesondly am indebted to many seasoned activists and theorists
from across numerousmovements who have shared ther thoughs and helped me degpen
my andysis. Likewise al of these ideas are awork in progress. They are intended to be
tools to spark discussion, encourage debate and it is my sincerest hopetha they will
geneaate more questionsthan they answer. Questionsare always more radical than
answers.

ii. the doomsday economy

We live in adangeoustime, an urgent time, atime of profoundcrisis. Ecologically
speaking it is an apoaalyptic time defined by the sixth mass extinctior?, thedestruction of
the planet@ last wilderness areas and the forced assimilation of theplanet@ few
remaining earth centered cultures. Every ecosystem, every traditiond culture and every
subsstence econony is onthechoppingblock astheglobd corporatizersforce thar
consumer monoallture "development” modd (read anti-development) upontheentire
world. Corporate capitalism@inheent drive towardsglobd domination has literally
pushed thelife suppot systems of the plane to the point of collapse.



Increasingly more and more people are recognizing tha we are at a globd turning point.
The corporate take overN thelatest offensive in the 500 plusyear conquest of theplanet
by Western Culture N isbang met with massive resistance aroundthe planet.
However, theelite planne's and architects of the globd economny seem incapable of
hearing thar multitudeof critics and are continuing to push towardstotal
commodification, assimilation, and aglobd corporate state.

Over thelast few years as corporate power has begun to undeminethe economnic self-
determination and political sovereignty of even theglobd north over-consumers,
resistance has grown more visible intheheart of it alIN  the United States.
Unprecedented coditionshave formed, and different movements have been united in
creative mass protest to slow the pace of corporate globdization. But Sowing things
down is onething, replacing the doonsday econany with ademocaratic, jus and
ecologica saneworld is another.

Theglobd system is mutating. Althoughits roots remain sunk deeply in its history of
colonial genodde, corparate power grabs and ecological devastation the structure has
changad dramatically over thepast generation. Thebiggest element of thisistherise of
the speculative economy. Astheword finandal sector has been deregulated and many
countries have been forced to drop limits oninvestment, there has been awiddy noted
trangtionin globd econonic priorities from the produdion of real goodsto a globd
casino econony based on high risk short term speculation.

In 1986theworld@ foreign exchange markets were handling nearly $200billion a day.
By 1998this figure had grown 8 fold to $1.5 trillion dollars EVERY DAY! ® Sincethe
entirety of world tradeis estimated to beworth about US $6.5 trillion ayear * that means
tha 5 days of currency transactionssurpasses the value of an entire year of world trade
But the mos important aspect of this so-called "finandal revolution™ istha the massive
numbers represent growth in the speculative sector of theeconony. Finandal
speculation has accelerated to the point tha by theyear 2000,for every oneddlar of
interndiond investment facilitating tradein real goods ninedollars were being spent on
short term speculation.®

Undeastanding therise of the speculative econony is central to debunking theneoliberal
myth of growing properity. Theredlity isthat all themoney circulatingin the
speculative econommy doesn®feed anyone clotheanyone or provide anyonewith
meaningful jobs Rather the speculative econony islargdy jud rich people, throughther
corporate inditutiond proxies, usngthe money they aready have to make more. This
massive speculative econony is a powerful de-stabilizing force threatening local
economes and ecosystems. Speculationisthe opposte of sugainability and encourages a
deeper disconnect between ecological redlities (limits, natural cycles of produdion etc.)
and the arbitrary mechanics of finanaa manipulation.

Since 1980thetotal valueof theplanet@ finandal assets (money in stocks, bonds bank
deposts, and cash) hasincreased seven fold from $12trillion to $80trillionin 200Q °



These dtatistics are the"rising tidethat lifts all theboas' and the "miracle of economc
growth" that isthebasis for thepolitician'spromise of progerity. But anyone(especially
those unbrainwashed by the arcanelogic of conventiond economics) can see tha surely
seven more Earthshaven't been created over thelast 2 decades -- so where did al this
new QveathOcome from?

Once we cut throughthe numerology and semantics we recognize that what economsts
call economic growth isreally theliquidaion of the natural wealth of theplanet. Almog
literally, they are destroying the natural econony of living forests to make an econony of
disposable pgper onwhich they print money to tell themselves howrich they are. Itisa
truedoonsday econony, which isincapable of seeing the naural systems which sugain
life as anything othe than resources to be extracted. Theflawed accouning of the
speculative econony hides the horrible truth that what the corporate globdizers call
progressOis really the Earth@ going out of busness sale.

Our strategies mug beinformed by thefact that we@®e not fighting that colloquialism
once called in activist parlance OrheManQN  these days we®e fighting " The Maching'.
This machineis the culmination of the pathologica world view tha has hard-wired
patriarchy, white supremacy, capitalist domnaion and ecological illiteracy into the
globd opeating system. Therich, white (self-congatulatory) men who have aways
benefited from globd domnaion continueto do so but ultimately they have created a
runavay machinetha isinaeasingly getting beyond even their own control.

SIDE BAR

A FEW NOTABLE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DOOMSDAY ECONOMY
* Corporatization and increasingly centralized control.

* Rediance on coercion (both physcal and ideological) to maintain control

* Driveto commodify all aspects of life.

*  Community fragmentation/cultural decay (replacement of lived experience with
representationN  image based mass culture, television addiction, increasing
aliienaion).

Elevation of consumerism to the center of pubilic life (consumer monoailture).
Increased mechanization and blind faith in technology (trend towards cyborgianism).
Fetishization of speculative/finandal wealth.

Distorted accouning tha mask liquidaion of ecological and sodal capital.
Pathological values/flawed assumptions

Unde'mining of planeary life suppot systems, accelerating ecological collapse.




iii. naming the system (global pathology)

In this era of escalating globd crisis oneof the most important roles radicals can play is
to hdp build acommon andysis of the system@ flawed design. Not the dogmatic
vanguadism of asingle andysis, but rather the pditical space for acritical mass of
people to definethe problems they face in thar own livesin asystematic way which
alows theimagining of fundamental change We don®have to convince people that
somethingiswrong. As corporate control becomes more blatant and the ecological crisis
worsensthe system is doing much of thework to discredit itself. We mudg, however,
hdp people imagine alternaives tha go beyondtinkering with the symptoms to address
actudly dismantling and re-designing the globd system.

Radicals have always struggled to build oppostional power by naming the system. If
only it were as easy as putting CCapltaIlsmOor CCorporate RuleOor QAlgae Bloom
Civilizationnsane WorldOon a banner, we@ have probably won by now. But naming
the system isn@merely asemantic or intellectud exercise. Rather, it istherevolutionay
process throughwhich a critical mass of people recognize the deadly design flaws of the
current sodal order. The process of hamingQO's our way of revealing the hypoaisy,
brutality andidiocy of the corporate controlled world in order to build the popuar
consciousness necessary to ingire trandormative action.

Oneof the beauties of therecent globd uprisingshas been thar ability to look beyond
tactical, cultural and ideological differencesto see a unifying commitment to structural
change Themore we articulate thefundamental flaws of the current world order the
more we see thelinks beween themany types of resistance tha are springing up to
confrontthedoonsday econony.

A useful description of our current system can befoundin the science of pathologyN
thebranch of medical study which examines the nature of disease. Themoden systemis
pahologica on many levels, butthedisease tha mog closaly correspondsto theglobd
crisisisthe quintessential moden pahologyN cancer. Cancer is not merely a metaphor
butaliteral diagnoss of thedoonsday economy. ’

Cancer isapaversionin the biological systems of thehuman bodyN ourinternd
ecosystemN  when a cell goes haywire and loses its connection to the surrounding cells.
The cancerouscell forgetsits own boundaies andits own mortality. Theinfected cell
lives forever, continuing to dividewithoutlimits, until it findly overwhdmstheentire
biological system of which it isapart.

Cancer isthedefinition of biological insanity. This disease which has now become so
common at themolecular level isa chillingly apt description of what is happening at the
macro-levelN theemergence of a pahological world system.

Corporate power is acancer in thebody politic. Corporationsare theinditutiond
embodiment of the perverted values system of modern capitalismN  shaped throughthe



historic lens of white male supremacy to be anti-democratic, exploitative, andincapable
of respecting ecological limits. The corporationisamachinewhich blindly focusesonits
onefundion: themaximization of profits. Now astheelites are onthebrink of ushering
in defacto globd corporate rule throughthe neo-liberal free trade agendathe cancer is
metastasizing (spreading) throughoutthehogN  planet earth.

We can learn aboutthe pathological naure of the corporate take over by examining four
ways in which cancer opaatesin our physcal bodies.

1. Cancer isapeverson by ddinition. Cancer usurpsthefundion of the cell away from
the collective interest of the organism and into an illusonay self-interest separate from
the hog. Corporationsare the manifestation of asimilar degp peversonin moden
cultureN aienaion from naure and thefailure to recognize our collective self-interest as
tied to theove al hedth of thebiopheae. Jus asthecancer cell lossits connection to
the organism, the corporate paradigm isincapable of seeing the ecological redlity, the
interdependence between humansand ecosystems tha definethereal limits of the
economc sphae. Thecorparation, like thecancer cell, definesitself aroundunlimited
growth and exists throughits desire to expand, consolidae power and subvat any limits
placed uponits ability to maximize profits. The cancer cell modds the same fundamental
flaw as our moden systemN  defining its self-interest so narrowly that it forgetsthat it is
pat of and dependant uponalarger biological system

2. Cancer re-writestherules. Cancer infects the cell@ genetic ingructionsto make the
cell opaate sepaately fromtherest of theorganism. Thisis exactly wha corporate elites
have donefirst in America and then aroundtheworld: re-written thelaws to limit
demoaratic tendendes and to conlidae power. Since 1886,when corporationsachieved
legd (personhood@n the United States throughjudicial fiat, the corporate form has
become the preferred methodfor elites to organize thar wealth and rationdize ther
seizure of public propety and assets. ® Corporations continueto undeminetheregulatory
framework andto subveat demoaratic decision making with campagn finance corrupton,
influence peddling and public relationscampagns Free fromits historic limitsthe
corporation has risen to become the ddining inditution of the moden world. The
ideology of privatization has facilitated the corporatization of every aspect of life.
Internaiond trade, hedlth care, schools, prisons even the building blocks of life itself --
our gendiic material -- are all beng gobled up as corporationsbecome the defacto tool
of govenance. Corporate pathology has become so ingrained tha the Bretton Woods
Ingitutions(World Bank, IMF, WTO) now overtly force rule changes to favor
corporationsover the public interest. The essence of thedoonsday econony istha the
same corporationswho profit from destroying the plane are being allowed to write the
rules of theglobd econony. Structural adjugment is the marco-econonic equivalent of
cancer reprogrammingacell.

3. Cancer masquaades asthehod. Since cancer isnotan outsideinvader butingead a
peaversion within thebody®existing cells, ourimmunesystem fails to recognize it asa
threat. The body®@de ensesfail to attack the cancer because the cancer masqueades as

pat of thebody. Thisis probably cancer@ mos important qudity for informing our




strategies because it is central to undestanding how the corporate take over has managed
to become so advanced withouttriggeing a stronger backlash. Corporate rule
masqueades as democracy. Theedlites use the symbols, trappingsand languaye of
democracy to judify control while corporationshijack the democratic form withoutthe
democratic fundion. This process conceals the deepening values perversion - ecological
illiteracy masquerades as Onarket forcesQ monopdy capitalism masquerades as Oree
tradeOand doonsday econorrics masqueade as Geconorric growthO

4. Cancer Killsthehod. Cancer@ suicidd destiny is a produd of itsinitial perversion.
If notconfronted cancer inevitably metastasizes, spreading throughoutthe bodyand
killingthehod. Thisisexactly wha the corparate pathology is doing to the biophee.
Spread across the plane by waves of colonizers, from the conquistadors to the resource
extraction corporationsto thelnternaiond Mondary Fund the corporate system isonthe
brink of killingthehogN thebiological and cultural diversity of life onplanet earth.
People@ ability to goven ther own lives is sacrificed alongtheway since corparate rule
isantithetical to real democracy. By definition corporate decision making mus opeaate
within the narrow, short term interests of thar shareholders. Corporationsare not wealth
generating machines as the American mythology would have usbdieve butrather wealth
conlidaing machines. Corporationsextract thebiological wealth of the planet,
liquidating our collective naural heritagein order to enrich atiny minority. The
corporate drive to shorten the planning harizon, externdize cogs and accel erate growth
has pushed thelife suppot systems of the planet to the brink of collap<e.

iv. the control mythology. consume or die

At the center of theever-growing doornrsday econony is a perverse division of resources
tha dowly starves the many while nommalizing over-consumption for thefew.
Maintaining control in a system that creates such blatant globd injudice relies onthe age
old tools of empire: repression, brutality andterror. Multinaiond corporationshave long
since learned how to Gongrudtively engayeOwith repressive regimes and put Gtrong
central leadershipOto work for their profit margins Whether it's US approved military
dictatorships or America@ own ever growing incarceration econory, the naked control
tha isused to, crimindize, contain and silence dissent amongthe have-nots is obvious

But this brutality isjug oneside of thesystem of globd control. Far less acknowledged
istha in additionto the wide spread use of the stick, the globd system relies heavily on
the selective use of thecarrot. Theentire debae aroundglobdization has been framed to
insure tha thetiny globd minority who makes up the over-consumption class never
connects ther inflated standad of living with theimpoveishment of therest of the
world.

Mogt people who live outsidethe small over-conaimption class can®hdp butbe aware
of the system@ failings But for themajority of American (globd narth) consumersthe
coercion tha keepsthem complicit with the doonsday econony is not physcal; it is



largdly ideological, relying heavily onthemythology of America. It isthis control
mythology which buyspeople(@ loydty by presenting a story of theworld tha nomalizes
theglobd corporate take over.

In this story, Americaisthefreest county in theworld and corporate capitalism isthe
same as democracy. Theinterests of corporationsare represented as serving popukr
needs --jobsbengthesmplistic argument -- and thegod of USforeign policy is
presented as a benevolent desire to spread democracy, promote equdity and increase
standadsof living. This control mythology prevents people from seeing how
pahologized the globd system has become. Much of this story is merely crude
propagandathat relies on American@ notoriousignorance abouttheworld but elements
of the control mythdogy have become so deeply imbedded in our lives tha they now
defineour culture.

Amongthese mog degp ceded elements of the control mythology is theethic of an
unquestionad, unrestrained rightto consume. Consumerism is the purest drug of the
doonsday economy. It epitomizesthepahologyN thecommodfication of life® staples
and the human and cultural systemstha have been created to sudain collective life.

Children@ author Dr. Suess provides asimple, eloquent critiqueof consumerism in his
cautionay tale The Lorax when he describes how theforests gets destroyed to make
useless disposable objects appropriately called QhneedsO A dick busnessman markets
QhneedsDand maximizes produdion until theforest is entirely destroyed. Thisisthe
essence of consumerismN  creating artificially high rates of consumption by getting
people to beieve they need excessive or useless things Over-consumption (invented in
Americabut now exported aroundthe planet) is the enginetha drives the doonsday
econony. Bigge. Faster. Newer. More! More! More!

We livein aculture of information saturation which congantly redefines an inareasingly
insaneworld as nomal. Media advocacy group, TV Free America estimates tha the
average American watches an equivalent of 52 days of TV per year. ° As corporations
have seized theright to manufacture and manipulate collective desire, advertising has
grown into anearly $200billion ayear indugry and become the dominant fundion of
mass media. Feminist media critic Jean Kilboumeestimates that each day the average
North American is bombarded by 3000 print, radio and television ads *° This media
saturation plays heavily into the control mythology by over digesting information,
thereby shrinking our attention spansto the point where we can no longe re-assemble the
story of theglobd crigis.

Thedoomsday economy@ elevation of consumerism to the center of pubiic life, is
causng massive psychological damageto people aroundtheworld. Advertisingworks
because it subtly assaults a cusomer® self esteem to get them to buy more unnecessary
stuff. Thisprocessisfundanentaly de-humanizing. The culture-jamming magazine
Adbugers has re-hashed William S.. Burroughsto give usthe concept in aslogan: Orhe
Produd is You.OTheresult is apathologized globd monoailture which fetishizes over-
consumption, self-gratification and narcissism. Althoughthis may insure ongong profits
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for the corporationswho manage the Quulture industryQit also prevents people from
recognizing theimpeacts of ther over-consumption on communities and ecosystems
aroundtheworld.

The control mythology masks therealities of the doomsday econony by narowing the
popukr frame of reference to the point tha it'simpossible to see beyondthe next up-
grade of pre-packaged lifestyle. The omni-present commodification of al aspects of life
tumsfreedominto @mage brandingGand (orodud placementOwhile the distinction
between citizen and consumer becomes more blurred. Thearmy of one Indvidud
purchasing power. America open for busness How else could we get to the point where
the United Nationsestimates tha nearly 1 in 6 people onthe planet do notget ther basic
daly calorie needsmet,"* butin Americashoppingis still presented as entertainment.?

Increasingly in the corporatized world a person@rights are defined by their purchasing
powerN accessto hedlth care, education, a nutritious diet, mental stimulation, or nature
are all afactor of how much money you have. Therightto over-consume becomes the
centerpiece of thenew ungoken Bill of Rights of America, Inc. A county of the
corporations by the corparations andfor the corporations Theunification of Europe
looksready to follow asimilar path- towardsa United States of Europe The cancer
spreadsE.

Conaumerism is the manifestation of our pathologcal re-programming to not ask
questionsaboutwhere all the GtuffOcomes from. The American bootstrap mythology
(asin, Goull yourself up byCE) relies on our ecological illiteracy to believe tha everyone
could live the QAmericanQover-consumption life style if they only worked hard enough.
Thecancer cell opeaatesasif it were not part of alarger organism. Thefully conditioned
consumer thinksonly in terms of themselves, acting asif there were no ecological limits
in theworld.

Thetwisted logic of consumerism continues to function as a control mythology even as
much of the affluence of working America has been siphonel off by corporate greed.

A complex rangeof sophisticated anesthetics (dare | say bread and circusesE? ) hdps
bolster the control mythology by keeping people distracted. Whether its the digital
opium den of 500 channd cable TV, the cornumpia of moodaltering prescription drugs
or now theterror-induced nationa obsession with unquestioned pariotism, there@ little
oppotunity for people to break the spdl of modern consumerism.

Themythology of progoerity still holdseven as thereality becomes more and more
illugve. For now perhgps butfor howmuch longer? Asauthor and mediatheorist
James JohnBell writes, Omages of power crumble before empiresfall.3? There are
many signsthat the empty materialism of moden consumer lifeisleaving many ordinary
people discontent and ripefor new types of political and cultural trandormation.

v. articulating values crisis
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To articulate the pathology of the corporate system we mug avoid debaing onthe
system@terms. Astheclassic organizer® tenet says ONVe have to organize people where
they are a.O In other words if we tell people our truthsin away tha that connests with
ther expeience, they will undestand it, and they will bdieve it.

| findtha mog people largdy bdieve the stories tha activists tell them aboutbad things
happening in theworld. Activists excel at packaging issues, explaining the problem, the
solution and the action that people cantake. Activistsbreak it all down into 60 second
rapswith accompanying flyers, fact sheets, and talking points and these tactics win
important campagn victories. But whereisow system changing mass movement?
Althoughmany of our critics are so blinded by propagandaand ideology tha they will
always see usas nave, unpdriotic or dangeous thereis aready acritical mass of people
recognizing tha our sodety isfacing severe problems.

Thisandysisis suppoted by thework of researcher and author Paul Rey who has done
extendve demographic research into the bdiefs and values of the American public.
Rey@ work first received prominence throughhis discovery of the Quultural creativesO
which hedescribes as the cultura by-produd of the last 40 years of soda movements.
Thedefining characteristics of this new soda grouping indudes acceptance of thebasic
tends of environmentalism and feminism, argection of traditiond careerism, big
busness and moneary definitionsof GuacessQ a conaern with psychological and
spiritud development, bdief in communities and aconcern for thefuture. Perhgps mog
profoundisthefact tha since the mass media of America still reflects the moden
technoaatic conumerist world view, cultural creatives tend to feel isolated and not
recognize their true numbers. Mog importantly, based on ther 1995daa Rey and his co-
author Shery Ruth Andason condudethat there are 50 million cultural creativesin
Americaand thenumbers are growing, *3

Rey has continued hiswork in a soonto be published book The New Political Compass in
which heargues with statistical data tha theleft-right break down of politicsis now
largdy irrelevant and proposs anew four directiond political compass. Rey's compass
isafascinaing tool for showing the complexity of public opinion, mapping notonly
political bdiefs butaso cultural shift. Rey contrast theleft of New Dedl liberalism and
big govanment as QVestOwith the GEastOof cultural conservatism and thereligious
right Rey gives north on his compass to a grouping he calls the New Progressives who
are heavily composed of cultural creatives and completely unrepresented in the current
political system. He defines thar major concernsas ecologica sugainability, corporate
domnance, child welfare, hedlth care, eduction, adesire for natural produds and
persond growth. He contrasts them with GouthOon his compass the Big Business
Paradigm of profits before planet and people, economic growth and globdization. Agan
his statistical data has profoundmessages for al of usworking to changetheworld. He
estimates that whereas only 14% of the population suppots the Big Bugness paradigm,
36% of Americansfall into theNew Progressives category.

To me the messageis a simple affirmation of pog-issue activism. Our movements need
to stop focusng ononly theddails and start getting the bigge picture of aholistic
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andysisoutthere. Unlessthedeails articulate a broader visonthey are jus more
backgroundnoise in ourinformation saturated culture. The 18" century political
frameworks of left vs. right nolonge fully capture the political fault lines of our era
Perhgpsabeter description of therea debaeisflat earth vs. roundearth. Thecorporate
globdizers program of ever expanding indugrial exploitation of the earth isin such deep
denia of theecological realities of the plane that it is akin to maintaining the earth is flat.
Fortunaely more and more people undestand tha the Earth isin fact roundand that we
need some big changes to both the globd system and the way we think of our relationgip
with the plang. Now we need soda movements with thevision and strategy to harness
this congiousess into real momentum for a better world.

Theability to choo® yourissueisaprivilege Mog peopleinvolved inresistance are
bom into thar communities struggle for survival. They didn'tchoo® thear issueany
more then they chose ther skin color or thar proximity to extractable resources.
Activists from more privileged backgroundshave the luxury of choosng what they work
on and have to be aware of the dynamics which privilege creates. To expand thebase of
struggle and suppot frontlineresistance with systemic work we need to confront the
slent (and frequently uninformed) consent of the comfortable.

Unfortunaely all too often we are still talkingin the languaye of single-issue campagns
and are thuscompeting with ourselves for over-worked, over-stimulated people® limited
amountof time and compassion. The pool of aware concerned people notimmersed in
frontlinestruggle is congantly havingto choo® beween issues. Do | work onglobd
warming or labor rights? World Bank or deforestation? Health care of campagn finance
reform? Oneresult istha alot of peoplefail to make the connection between an general
sense of wrongness aboutmoden sodety andthear own interests and actions Withou
an impetusto overcome the colonization of people's revolutionay imaginaionsit is often
easier to retreat into self-centeredness, apathy or cynicism.

Oneof the strengths of theemerging globd jugice movement has been to create a new
framework which goes beyondthe age of single issue politicsto present the corporate
take over as a unifying cause of many of theplaneg@ills. The problem has been the
amountof information weQe been packaging into the critiqueas we slowly try to work
the public throughthe alphaet soup of corporate cronies, trade agreements, and arcane
internationd finance inditutions | don®doubtpeople® ability to grapple with the
mechanics of corporate globdization but! do doult our movement@ ability to win the
amountof air time out of the corporate media tha we need to download endless facts.

EverythingN indudng the corporate globd systemN is very complicated. But likewise
everythingisvery smple. Thereissick and healthy. Jug and unjug. Rightand wrong
Despite the obviousover-simplification of binary frameworks, thelanguage of opposng
valuesis a powerful tool to build holistic andysis and subvet the control mythology.

Ultimately the changein collective priorities which is required will mean nothing less

that a mass values shift to over come some of thedoninant culture's deepest pathologies
like patriarchy, fear of thernessOand alienaion from nature. However, we mug bevery
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careful how we frame this conaegpt. Picture yoursalf knoding onthe county'sfrontdoor
and announcéng tha you have come to shift peoplesvalues. Slam! Infact, thisisfar too
often theway tha activists are perceived.

An dlternaive strategy for afirst step isto articulate values crisis. This means speaking
to people in terms of thar basic values and showing them tha the globd system which is
engulfing them, is out of alignment with those values. In other wordswe have a values
crisisQ adisconnest between what kind of world people want to live in and the corporate
world tha israpidly taking over.

Longterm activist and movement theorist Bill Moyer writes aboutthe conaegpt within
psychology of Gonfirmatory biasOor people® habit of screening information based on
ther own bdiefs. In othe words people are much more likely to bdieve something tha
reinforces thar existing opinionsand values than to accept information that chalenges
their beliefs. *°

Moyer@ point is that soda movements succeed when we postion ourselves within
widdy hdd existing values. The emerging globd jugice movements are already laying
claim to core values such as democracy, jugice, diversity and environmental sanity as
pat of anindugve vision of alife affirming future. Now our work isto expo the
flawed values of the corporate take over.

We can articulate thevalues crisis by showing people tha corporate capitalism isno
longe groundel in common sense values. Thecorporate paradigmis apeversionN a
cancerN tha is masquerading as bang reflective of commonly hdd values while it
writes therules of the globd econony to metastasi ze corporate control across the pland.

A simple dichotomy for articulating thecrisisis the clash between addusond value
system that fetishizes money and a value system centered aroundthebiological readlities
of life@ diversity.® [SEE TABLE PG 15] We need to cast these opposng value systems
astwo very different pahsfor thefuture of our planet. Thepah shgped by life values
leads towards many choicesN a decentralized, self-organizing, diversity of different
cultures, political traditionsand local economes. In contrast, themoney values pah leads
to fewer and fewer choices andfindly thehomogenety of globd corporatization.

It isourjobasactivists to clarify the choice by revealing the nature of the system and
articulating the alternatives. Will it bedemocracy or globd corporate rule? Will we be
subsumed into afossi| fud addicted globd econamy or build vibrant sugainable local
economes? Which will win out ecological sanity or pahological capitalism? Will it be
the corporate globdization of econorrics and control or a people® globdization of idess,
creativity and autonomny? Democracy versuscorporate rule. Ecology versuspollution.
Life versusthedoansday econony. Hopeversusextinction.

++++++

SIDE BAR

Here are afew examples of dichotomies with ripepotential for articulating values crisis.
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MONEY VALUES vs. LIFE VALUES
Exploitationdignity

centralized control/democratic decision making
commodification/sacredness
privatizationthe globd commons
corporatization/collective responsbility
shareholderg/stakeholders
output/throughput

disposable/renewable

mechanistic modds/organic modds
informationAvisdom
produdivity/progerity

consumers/citizens

spectator/participant

globd econony/local econonies
extractionfestoration
monoallture/diversity

tranderrable wealth/replenishable wealth
propaty/ecosystem

alienaion from naure/earth centered values
absentee landlordism/stewardship
ecological illiteracy/biocentrism

proxy decision makingfrea democracy
short term gan/sudainability

narrow economc indicators/full cos accouning
artificial scarcity/abundance

inequitable distribution/economic judice
corporate rule/globd judice
empire/community

The System/ systemic change

++++++

vi. framing the debate

Oneof thebiggest pitfalls activists face to effectively articulating values crisisis thefact
tha the category of protester has been condructed to be highly margind by the
establishment. Within the pahological logic of corporate capitalism dissent isde-
legitimized to beunpariotic, impractical, nasve or even insane  Unfortunaely radicals
are all too often complicit in our own margindization by accepting this elite depiction of

ourselves asthefringe

Theredlity istha theneoliberal policy writers and corporate executives who think the
world can continueonwith unlimited econonic growth in afinite biological system are
thewackos notus We are notthefringe We can frame thedebae. Infact as Paul
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Rey@ research has shown usa sizable percentage of the popukbtion aready shares our
commitment to cultural trandormation, all we need to dois reach them.

Thesignificance of the recent mass actionsagang corporate globdization has not been
ourtactics. Movements aren®abouttactics Dtake this street corner, blockade tha
corporate office Dmovements are aboutideas. Movements are aboutchanging the
world. When we say a better world is possible Dwe mean it. We want aworld that
reflects basic life centered values. Weve gotthe vision and the big idess and the other
sdedoesn® WeQe got biocentrism, organic food produdion, direct democracy,
renewable energy, diveristy, people® globdization and jugtice. Wha have they got?
Styrofoam? Neo-liberalism? Eating disorders? Designa jeans manic depression and
globd warming?

In acontext where the elites hold so much power, amog all our actionsare symbolic.
Accepting this can be oneof our greatest strengthsand hd p usrealize tha the mos
important aspects of our actionsare the messages they propd into mass culture. We mug
exploit the power of narrative structure to weave our ideas and actionsinto compdling
stories. Inevitably our broadest congtituency will start thar interaction with new ideas as
spectators. Thusour campagnsand actionsmug tell indugve, provodaative stories tha
create more and more space for people to see themselvesin thestory. We mug tell the
story of values crigis. Our stories mug make people take sides Dare you part of the
sickness or are you part of thehealing?Are you pat of thelife affirming future or are
your pat of thedoonsday econony?

Thefirst step isto separate dissent from the self-righteoustonewhich many people
assodate with protest. Thistonecan be paticularly strongin activists from privileged
backgroundwho are invested in visible "defection’ as away to validate ther resistance.
These politics of defection by thar very nature create obdacles to communicating with
themaingream and frequently rely on symbols of dissent and rebdliontha are already
margindized.

We need new symbols of indugve resistance and trandormation. We need a better
undestanding how to create effective memes *'- self-replicating units of information and
culture Bto convey thevalues crisis. Memes are vira by nature, they moveeasly
throughour moden world of information networks and media saturation. We need to be
training ourselves to become Gneme warriors'*® and to tell the story of values crisisin
different ways for different audiences. We mug get a better sense of who our audiences
are, and target our messages to fit into ther existing experiences.

We need to be media savy and use the corporate propagandamachine  Not navely asthe
excludve meansof validaing our movements, butas atool of information self defense to
oppo® theinformation warfare beingwaged aganst us The corparate mediais another
tool to name the system and undeminethe grip of the dominant mythology. While we
play at spin dodoring, we simultaneoudy need to promote media democracy and
capitalize on theaternaive andinformal media and communication neworks as a means
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to get ourmessageout Our movements mus become the nervoussystems of an
emerging trandormative culture.

1t@ essential that we frame ourideasin such away tha as people wake up to thecrisis
they have the conceptud tools to undestand the systemic roots of the problem. Over the
next decade as theglobd crisis becomes more visible we won®have to do much to
convince people aboutthe problem. Rather our jobwill beto discredit the elite@ band-
aid solutionsand build popuar undestanding of the need for systemic solutions

Whethe we are talking aboutbiologcal contamination, finandal collapse or nudear
meltdowns if we haven®framed theissuein advance even the mos dramatic
breakdownsin the system can be Qrrisis-managedOaway without alerting the public to
the system@ fundanental failings If we dothework to chadlengethe control mythology
and unde'minetheflawed assumptionsthen people will know whomto blame. Aswe
build a public awareness of thevalues crisis it hd ps shift the debae away from
inadequae reforms and towardsre-designing theglobd system.

Thisisthestrategy of leap-frogging, or framing our issuesin such away that they force
thepublic debateto "leap"” over limiting definitions of the problem and elite quick-fixes
to embrace systemic solutions For example, indead of debaing how many pats per
million of pollution regulatory agendes should alow in our drinking water, we can
chdlengetheright of indudrial intereststo poisonusat all. An effective framingforces
guestionsto be asked aboutthe updream polluters - do we need ther produd? If so, how
can we make it in away tha doesn't pollute? In order to successfully leap-frog colonized
imaginaionsand entrenched power holders, we mug have the skill and courageto
articulate real solutionstha avoid concessionstha dead end in inadequée reforms.

It isessential tha astheecological crisis becomes self-evident we are building mass
awareness of the system@ design flaws. As we become more effective at leap-frogging
the elite framing of problems we can prepare people to accept the dramatic changes tha
will be necessary to make another world possible.

There are any numbe of macro-issues tha when framed correctly can hdp usname the
system. Globd warming, commodfication of basic human needsfrom hedlth care to
water, therate of technological change systemic racism, the spread of genetic pollution,
ongong violence agang womenN these are just afew examples which can tell thestory
of thevaluescriss. Thechdlengeisnotwhat issuewe work on but howwe avoid
becoming trapped in thelimiting framework of single-issue politics.

Knowing that therules of the political game are already stacked agang us the anti-war
and anti-corporate rule mobilizationsof the past few years have chosen to expand our
political framework by taking our actionsinto thestreets. Thepolitics of protest and
confrontation have created new political space buthow can we insure tha this builds
towardsa truly trandormative arenaof struggle?
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+++++
SIDE BAR
FRAMING THE CLIMATE CRISIS

Globd warming is an obviousexample of an issuewhere leap-froggingis desperately
needed. Asglobd warming creates more visible eco-spasmsit will soonbecome one of
the macro-issues tha re-defines politics as we know it.

Globd warming when expandad from the single issue context of carbondioxide pollution
and re-defined as a systemic issue of fossil fud addiction becomes a vehicle for exposng
theglobd system's degp design flaws. Thusglobd warming can beused not only to show
themoral andintellectud bankruptcy of afossil fuel based econony but aso to indict the
corporate rule system tha has created thefossil fuel chan of destruction. When framed
propely this story promotes not only environmentally friendly alternaives, butalso
democracy (Genergy sovereignty(G®) and the need to confront theracism and classism tha
has allowed the basic human rights of communities impeacted by fossil fud produdion to
beignored.

Theglobd oil baronsare amongthemod powerful interests onthe plane and they have
used ther drug lord influence to block any realistic effort to trandtion away from fossil
fuds. Despitethefact tha it is scientifically inadequate to address the problem, the
Kyoto protocol Ban internaiond framework for reduang carbonemissions- has been
stalled by the political influence of thefossil fud indudry. In respong many conaerned
American pressure groupshave reduced ther demandsand lobbied for more minor
conaessions, like fud efficiency standads tha they thoughtthey could get without
having to fundamentally chdlengethe corporate influence over politics.

But ingead of redudng our expectations when we face thelimits of the existing political
debae we need to expand our vision and have the courageto leap-frog thepolitical log-
jamswith thevalues crissandysis. Strategically the mog significant aspect of the
climate crisisis tha we know its going to get worse and more visible - so why settle for
thelimited concessionsthat can be"won" now?

Imagine, hypothetically, ten or fifteen years from now when supe-huricanes displace
forty millionin Florida America’s corn bdt iswithering unde a mega-droughtand the
eastern seaboad is spending $2 trillion building floodwalls. The American publicis
going to want some answers. If possible, beforeit gets tha bad itsimportant tha people
undestand tha we are notall equdly culpable for the de-stabilization of the globd
climate. Sure alot of people drove SUV@ and consumed way more than their share but
let@ be clear who did more to de-stabilize the climate - the soccer moms or Exxor
Mobil ?

1t@ up to activists to insure tha people undestand that asmall cartel of energy
corporationsand their finandal backers knowingly de-stabilized our planet@® climate for
thar own persond gan. This may turn out to bethe mog devastating crime ever
perpetrated agang humanity, the plane and future generations
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How we frame theissuewill hdp decidewha actually hgppenswhen public acceptance
of the problem becomes undeniable. Takingthetimeto frame theclimate crisis
systemically may notwin conacessionsin the short term butit will pay off when people's
outrage can beeffectively channded into fundamental change Imaginetwo different
scenaios Inonescenaio adecade of organizingand struggle bdatedly convinces the
oil baronsto approvethe Kyoto Protocol inits current inadequae form. As climate chaos
accelerates the oil indugry plots howto maintain their monopol power during the
trangtion to sugainable energy. Whilein the other an empowered popukce jails theoll
executives, dissolvesthar illegitimate corporations and uses ther billionsto fundthe
trangtionto clean energy. Which future would you rather live in?

+++++

vii. direct action at the point of assumption

Direct actionN actionstha eithe symbolically or directly shift power relationdN isan
essential trandormative tool. Direct action can beboth atactic within abroader strategy
or apolitical ethic of fundanental changewhich definesal onesactions Every direct
actionis pat of thelarger story we are re-telling ourselves aboutthe ability of
collaborative power to overcome coercive power.

Aswe endeavor to link systemic changewith tangible short term gods we mug seek out
the poiNnts of interventionin thesystem. These are the places where when we apply our
powerN usudly throughrevoking our obedience N we are able to leverage change

Direct action at thepoint of production was oneof theorigind indghts of thelabor
movement. Laborradicals targeted the system where it was directly effecting them and
where the system was mog vulnerable. Fromwildcat strikes to sabotage, slow downs
and factory occupdions paint of produdion actions hdped promote thedignity and
rights of working people.

Modern resistance movements have continued to target the system at its most blatantN
thepoint of destruction. We become thefrontline resistance by placing our bodesin
theway of theham tha is hgppening. Whether its plugging theeffluent pipes tha dump
poison on a neighboihood forest defendas sittingin trees marked for cutting or
indigenouspeoples blocking road-building into ther ancestral homelands direct action at
the point of destruction embodies values crisis. It polarizes the debate in an effort to
attract the spotlight of pulic attentionto a clear injugtice. But tragically the point of
destruction is often times far out of the public eye and the values confrontationis made
invisible by distance, imbedded paternsof bias or populr ignorance. Frequently the
impacted communities have little political voice so in order to provide support we must
find other points of intervention.
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Ingiring point of consumption campagnshave been used by many movements as ways
to stand in solidarity with communities fighting at the point of destruction. Thisisthe
realm of consumer boyaotts, attacks on corporate brand names and other campagns
which target thecommercial sector as away to shutdown the markets for destructive
produds. Activists have confronted retailers selling sweatshop produds and forced
universities to cancel clothing contracts. Likewise forest activists have forced maor
chansto stop selling old growth forest produds by doing direct actionsaimed at
companies media profiles and market share. Attacking the point of consumption expands
thearenaof struggle to mobilize consumers made complicit in theinjudice of the
globdized econory by their own purchasing decisons These strategies can be based on
avery accessible notionsof Gethical shoppingQor a more profoundrejection of the
consumer identity altogeher.

Thepoint of decision has dways been a common and strategic venuefor direct action.
Whether its taking over aslumlord® office, a corporate boadroomor the state capital
many successful campagnshave used direct action to put pressure on thedecision
makers they are targeting. Much of themass action organizing of the past few years has
been largdy aimed at re-defining popubr perceptionsof the point of decision. The
actionsat WTO and World Bank meetings G8 summits and Free Trade negotiating
sessionshave hd ped reveal the corporate take-over by showingtha it isthese new
inditutionsof corporate rule that have usurped decision making power.

All of these points of intervention in the system are important and the best strategies unite
efforts across them. Increasingly astheglobd finandal sector has becoming the
peaating systemOfor the planet the pahological logic of doonsday econorrics has
replaced specific points of decisionin driving the corporate take over. We aren®just
fighting acts of injugtice or destruction butrather we are fighting a system of injudice
and destruction. In recognizing this we mug expand our efforts to intervenein physcal
space with similar initiativesin cultural and intellectud space. How can we side step the
machine and chdlengethe mentality behind the machine? In othe wordswe need to
figure outhow to take direct action at the point of assumption.

Targeting assumptiond\ the framework of myths lies, and flawed rationde tha
nomalize the corporate take overN requires some different approaches from actionsat
the other points of intervention. QPoint of assumptionQOactionsopeate in therealm of
ideas to expos pahological logic, cast doubtand undemineexisting loydties.
Successful direct action at thepoint of assumption identifies, isolates and confrontsthe
big lies tha maintain the statusquo. A worthy god for these types of actionsisto
encourage the mos important act tha a concerned citizen can take in an eradefined by
systematic propagandab QUESTIONING!

Direct action at the point of assumption is atool to de-colonize people revolutionay
imaginaionsby linking andysis and action in ways tha re-frame issues and create new
political space. Whether we(®e decongructing consumer spectacles, exposng the
system@ propagandaor birthing new rhetoric we need actionsthat reveal the awful
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truthN tha theintellectud undepinningsof themoden system are largdy flawed
assumptions Direct action at the point of assumptionis an effort to find therumors tha
start revolutionsand ask the questionsthat topple empires.

Thefirst action of theradical ecology nework Earth First! is a great example of direct
action at the point of assumption. In 1981,at atime when many wilderness preservation
groupswere fighting new dam congruction, Earth First! did a symbolic GrackingQof
Glen CanyonDam by unfurling a 300ft longplastic wedgefrom thetop of thedam. This
created an image of a fissure down thedam@face.® This simple symbol sent a powerful
messagetha rathe than jus stopping new dams, wilderness advocates should be calling
for theremovd of big dams and there-wilding of dammed rivers. Within theindugrial
paradigm of dominaing naure the question of removing a mega-dam was an unthinkable
thoughtN it was beyondtherealm of imagination. The GrackingQection however
chdlengad that assumption and created a new political space and a powerful imageto
forward that agenda Two decades | ater, in thelate 90's the unthinkable thoughthad
rippled rightupto thepower holders andthe U.S. government actudly began removing
dams.

Likewise as the anti-car movement has grown groupslike Reclaim the Streets have taken
effective direct actionsat the point of assumption to make theidea of car free cities
imaginable. Reclaim the Streets groupsshowed what a better world could look like with
actionstha occupy car cloggel streets and trandorm them into people friendly space
with musc, festivity, comfy furniture and in some cases even grass and plants. Similarly
activists aroundtheworld have taken creative Buy Nothing DayOactionsto attack the
assumptionsof consumerism by calling for a24 hour moratorium on consumer spending
onthebugest shopping day of theyear. Thissimpleidea, often popubrized with ridicule
and humorousspectacle has led to many successful efforts to define consumerism itself
asanissue

Direct action at the point of assumption has taken many formsN' creating new symbols,
embodying aternaives or soundngtheaarm. The Zapdista ski mask isawell known
example of a symbol which fundioned as direct action at thepoint of assumption. The
ski masks, repeatedly worn by the Zapatista insurgents and particularly thar spokesman
Sub-commandante Marcos, created a symbol for the invisibility of Mexico@indigenous
peoples. Marcos3 has eoquently written of theirony tha only with the ski masks onN
the symbol of militant confrontationN was the government able to see theindigenous
peoplesit had ignored for so long*

In Argentinathe GzacerolazosN  the spontaneousmass banging on cacerolas (saucepans)
- has become atactic which has hdped topple several govanments since the popukbr
uprising began in Decembe of 2001 Thesmpleindusve direct action of banging a
saucepan has created a dramatic new space for people from many different backgrounds
to unite in resisting neoliberalism and structural adjugment. It brokethe assumption tha
people will simply accept theactionsof agovernment tha ignores them.?
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Direct action at the point of assumption provides uswith many new oppatunities to
expand thetraditiond political arenas because it islessreliant on specific physcal space
than other points of intervention. This gives usthe oppatunity to choos theterms and
location of engagement. Effective point of assumption actionscan trangdorm the mundane
into aradical convesation starter. For ingance puting a piece of dud tapeacross a
prominent logoon your clothing can invite a conversation aboutcorporate
commodification.

Media activist James John Bell writes aboutOmage EventsQ events whether actions
images or stories tha Gimultaneoudy destroy and congrud [nen] meaningO Image
events either replace existing sets of symbols or re-definether meaning throughthe Qlis-
identificationQof humor or shodk.?® A simple application of this concept can beseen in
what Adbuger@ magazine founde Kalle Lasn has dubbel Guulture jammingCto describe
methodsof subveting corporate propagandaby juxtaposng new images or co-opting
dogans® For ingance when McDondd® hype-familiar golden arches are over layed
with images of starving children or Chevron® advertising slogan is rewritten to say (Do
people kill for o0il 20the power of corporate images are turned back uponthemselves. This
type of semiotic aikido exploits the omni-presence of corporate advertisng to re-write the
meaning of familiar symbols andtell stories tha chdlengecorporate power. These skills
have been artfully applied in billboad liberations gueilla media campagnsand creative
actionsbuttragically they often remain in alimited mediarealm. We need to expand
gueilla meme tactics to connect with longterm strategies to build grassroots power.

Thereiance of many megacorporationsonther branding has been widdy
acknowledgead as an Achilles heal of corporate power. Indeed effective grassroots attacks
on corporate logosand brand image have forced corporationsto dump multi-million
dollar advertising campagnsand sometimes even concede to activist@ demands
However not only are there many powerful indugries tha do notdepend on consumer
approvd butwe nolonge have timeto go after the corporationsoneat atime. Our
movements need to contest the corparate monopdy on meaning. We mug create point
of assumption actionstha go beyond merely jamming the control mythologyto actudly
subdituting trandormative, life-affirming stories. Culture jamming haslargdy been
applied like awrench to disable the brainwashing infrastructure of corporate
consumerism. We mug supplement the wrench with the seed by planting new
trandormative stories tha use theinformation replicating networks of moden sodety to
grow and spread. Our actionsmug create image events and launch designe memes with
the power to supesedethe controlling mythologies of consumer culture, the American
empire and pathological capitalism.?®

Concerted direct action at the point of assumptionin our sodety could be an effort to
draw attention to the design errors of the moden era and encourage wide spread dis-
obedience to oppressive cultural nomms. We need to openly plot attacks on the symbolic
orde of anti-life values. This could take the form of chdlenging consumerism's influence
onour collectiveidentities, historic paternsof oppession, unchecked indudrialism, our
separation from nature and theframework of corporate rule. We need easily replicable
actions new symbols and contagiousmemes tha we can combinewith grassroots
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organizing and alterndive ingitution building to expand the trandormative arena of
struggle.

Wha would thislooklike? Wha are the big lies and controlling mythstha had
corporate rulein place? Where are the points of assumption? How can we exploit the
hypoaisy between theway wede told the world works and the way its actualy works to
name the system, articulate values crisis and begin de-colonizing the collective
imaginaion? These are all questionsfor our movements to explore together as we
chdlengeoursalvesto be pragmatic idedlists, calculating provocteurs and revolutionay
dreamers.

Viil. CASE STUDY: The San Francisco Uprising

The Bush administration'sinvasion of Iraq was met with massive resistance in the United
States and aroundtheworld. In paticular therespong in San Frandsco was ingiring -
20,000 people engaged in mass non-violent direct action to shutdown thefinandal
district. Corporationsinvested in the mass destruction busness (like Bechtel, Citibank
and the Carlyle Group) had thar offices blockaded as did a military recruiting station, the
British conaulate and a Federal office building. Using tactics ranging fromlock-downsto
mobile blodkades and critical mass bike rides Bay arearesidents trandormed the usudly
car cloggeal consumption zoneinto aliving statement of hopeand life-affirming
resistance to Bush'swar for empire. Over the course of thefour busness days after the
invasion began on March 19, 2003twenty six hurdred people were arrested for engaging
in acts of protest and resistance.

Althoughthis uprising was de-centralized and highly organic it grew out of afounddion
of organizing laid by an affinity group based mobilization called Direct Actionto Stop
theWar (DASW). For the preceding two months DASW had organized theuprising's
laundhing pad througha weekly spokescounal, awebste (www.actagandwar.org) and
thesimple notiontha arationd respong to anillegd and unjust war for empire would be
amass direct action shutting down thefinandal district.

Thereal success of the action came not only from thefact tha several thousnd people
were pre-organized into affinity groups butthat tensof thousndsof peoplejoined in on
theday of theaction. Oneof thereasonstha so many people joined theaction was tha it
was timed to harness a predictable mass psychic break - a paint where the unfolding of
events shaters people'sillusonsthat the system reflects thar values (such as judice,
democracy, peace). A psychic break isamassive point of interventionin thesystem's
assumption of obedience when people are uniqudy open to new actions Inan
infamoudy progressive city like San Frandsco there was a predictable anti-war majority
but a common framework was needed to facilitate action and make oppostion visible.

DASW'swork to build thisframework for populr resistance was aided by a strategy of

telling the future. Tellingthefuture, (smilar to the"scenario planning” used by the
Pentagonand multinaiond corporationg is a method of manifesting a specific outcome
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by nomalizing apossible scenaio. Advertisers have long known tha the best way to get
people to do something (like buy thar produd) isto have them take actionin their head
first. Hence much of advertisngis designed to hdp people imaginethemselves buying a
produd -- to nomalize a specific commercial scenaio. Strategies tha tell thefuture can
use some of the same prindples to unify people arounda common god and visionto
literally self-organize a specific future throughbuilding collective bdief. DASW
organizers chdlenged the mass media narrative of nommalized passivity by promoting an
aterndive story whereif Bush invaded Iraq, residents would rise up in anonviolent
inaurrection and shut down thefinanaa district.

Thefuture uprising was foretold with a series of foreshadowing events ranging froma
high profile press conference, to an open letter to city residents to pre-emptive actionsin
thefinandal district induding a shutdown of the Pacific Stock Exchangein which 80
people were arrested.  All of this outreach, organizing and media work was successful in
thegod of promoting DASW's websgte and the action meeting spot, induding getting it
printed onthefront page of newspgpers and mentioned on major radio andtelevision
station.

Likewise in creating a public image of theaction DASW focused on avalues-based
critiquetha worked to maingream the concept s of non-coopeation and civil
disobelience. The DASW webste and kick-off press conference emphasized the
diversity of paticipaion by featuring endorsements from leaders of a cross section of
Bay area communities - Queer, Labor, Faith, People of Color, Veterans Seniors even the
former CEO of the Pacific Stock Exchange Without sacrificing the oppotunity to put
outa systemic andysis, the organizing appealed to maindream values - demoaacy, sense
of security, judice, bdief in internaiond law, pariotism - and used them to leverage
oppostionto theinvasion of Iraq.

Thecombinaion of effectively telling thefuture and articulating avaues based andysis
effectively reached a cross section of American society who had never engaged in direct
actionbefore. Asaresult the streets were floodeal with people from different walks of
life: soccer moms, office workers, people of faith, students, teachers, queers, people of
color, labar folks, black bloc anarchists even afew anti-war corporate CEO's.

This type of indusve mass organizing may stretch the comfort zoneof many radicals,
however it has great potential to exploit some of the growing fault linesin American
sodety. Bush'snaked imperial agendais chdlenging alot of American's sense of
naiond identity as an internationd beacon of democracy and judice. Regadless of the
fact tha much of America’s naiond story has aways been a hypoaitical mythology,
thereisan incredible oppottunity for changeactivists to lay claim to widdy hdd values
like security, democracy, and naiond prideand direct these energiesinto "imploding”
empire. Let's ask ourselves how our resistance can gavanize anti-war sentimentsinto a
degpe movement for fundamental changetha articulates thevalues crisis - the
disconnect between thevalues of empire and the values that ordinary Americanshold.

In San Frandsco the strategy worked well enoughtha 20,000 people took to the streets -
with more refinement and widespread application who knows whd is possible?
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iX. beware the professionalization of sodal change

Theworst thing tha can hgppen to our movementsrightnowisto settle for toolittle.

But tragically that is exactly wha is hgopening. We are largdy failing to frame the
ecological, soda and economic crisis as a symptom of adegper values crisisand a
pahological system. Thusmany of themodest visonsof soada changebeng putforward
seem incapable of even keeping pace with the accelerating globd crisislet alone
providing true alternatives to the doonrsday econamy.

Too many of our sodal changeresources are getting boggel down in arenas of struggle
tha can®ddiver the systemic shifts we need. Most of the conventiond venues for
politica engagement Blegidation, elections coutts, single issue campagns labor fights
Bhave been so co-opted by eliterule tha its very difficult to imaginehowto use
strategies that name the system, undeminethe control mythology or articulate values
crissfromwithin thar limited parameters.

Oneof themod telling symptoms of our colonized imaginaionshas been thelimited
scopeof soda changeinditutions Mog sodal changeresources get directed towards
enforcing inadequée regulations trying to pass watered-down legidation, working to
elect mediocre candidates or to win concessionstha don®threaten the current corporate
order. Oneof themain reasonstha so many sodal changeresources get limited to the
regulatory, electoral and concessionay arenasisthe fact tha much of soda changehas
become a professiondized indudry.

The NGO bnongovenmental organization Baterm made popubr by the United Nations
policy discussion process has become themod familiar sodal changeinditution. These
groupsare frequently made up of hard working, under-pad, dedicated people and NGOs
asagroupdolots of amazingwork. However we mug also acknowledgetha generaly
theexploson of NGO's globdly isaloo attempt to pach the holes tha neoliberalism
has pundied in thesoda safety net. As govanment cedesitsrole in public welfareto
corporations even theunlucrative sectors have to be handed off to someone A recent
articlein the Econonist revealingly explainsthegrowth of NGO'sas"E notamatter of
chaity butof privatiziation." %

My intentionis notto fall into theall too easy trap of lumping thethousndsof different
NGOs into onedismissable category butrather to labd a disturbing trend particularly
amongsodal changeNGO's. Jugd as service oriented NGO's have been tapped to fill the
voidsleft by the state or the market, so have soda changeNGO's arisen to streamlinethe
chaotic busness of dissent. Let'scal thistrend NGOism, thebdief - sometimes found
among professiond "campagners' - tha soda changeis ahighly specialized profession
best |eft to experienced strategists, negotiators and policy wonks NGOism is the conceit
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tha intermediary organizationsof pad staff , rather than communities organizing
themselvesinto movements, will be enoughto save theworld.

Thisvery dangeaoustrendignaes the historic reality tha collective struggle and mass
movements organized from the bottom up have always been the springboad for true
progress and sodal change Thegod of radical inditutionsBwhether well funded NGOs
or gritty grassroots groupsbshould beto hdp build movements to changetheworld.
But NGOism inditutiondizes the amnesia of the colonized imagination and presents a
major obgacle to moving into the pod-issue activism framework. After all who needsa
soda movement when you'vegota six figure advertising budge and GaccessOto dl the
decision makers?

A professiond NGO is structured exactly like a corporation, down to having employee
payroll and aBoad of Directors. Thisisnotan accident. Jug like thar for-profit
cousnsthis structure creates an ingitutiond self-interest which can trandorm an
organizationfrom beng acatalyst for soda changeinto being a self-perpetuaing entity.
NGOism views changein reference to existing power relationsby accepting a set of rules
written by the powerful to insure the statusquo. These rules have already been stacked
agang sodal change NGOism representsingitutiond confuson aboutthedifferent
types of power and encourages over-dependence on strategies tha speak

exclugvely to the existing powers Bfunding sources, the media, decison-makers. Asa
conqueance strategies often get locked in theregulatory and concessionay arenas b
focused on oressureOP and attempt to re-direct existing power rather than focusngon
confronting illegitimate authority, revealing systemic flaws and building grassroots
power.

Themythology of American politics as populst or democratic is rapidly being
undemined by the obviousrealities of corporate dominance. As people@ confidencein
the facades of popukr rule (like voting, lobbying and theregulatory frame work etc.) has
waned, more and more campagnsare directly confronting destructive corporations This
Isan essential strategy for revealing the decision making power which corporationshave
usurped, but unfortunaely mog of these NGO led efforts to confrontindividud
destructive corporationsare failing to articulate a holistic andysis of the system of
corporate control.

Thisis an extremely dangeousfailure since in pursuing conaessions or attempting to re-
direct corporate resources we risk making multi-nationd corporationsthe agents of
solving theecological crisis. Thisisaflawed strategy because by thar very naure
corporationsare incapable of making the concessionsnecessary to address theglobd
criss. Thereisnodecision maker in thecorporate hierarchy with the power to trandorm
the naure of the corporate beast, and confrontits identity as an extraction-profit making
machine The CEO who has an epiphany aboutthe need to re-define her corporationas a
democratic inditution tha looksbeyondthelimited fidudary interests of shareholders,
will find herself onthewrongside of a century of corporate law. We need to avoid the
temptation to accept conaessionstha legitimize corporate control and obscure the
fundamental democracy issues undelying theglobal crisis.
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Too often, political pragmatism is used as an excuse for alack of vison. Pragmatism
withoutvisionis accepting therules tha are stacked agang uswhile vison without
pragmatism is fetishizing failure. The question shouldn'tbewha can wewin in this
funding cycle butrather how do we expand the debate to bdance short andlongterm
gods? Like ahealthy ecosystem our movements need adiversity of strategies. We need
to think outsidethe box and see wha new arenas of struggle we can explore.

Thisisnotto say tha corporate campagnsand winning congessionsis merely
QeformistOand therefore notimportant. Thesimplistic dichotomy of reform versus
revolution often hides the privilege of GadicalsOwho have the luxury of refusng
concessions when it not thaér community or ecosystem that is on the chopgng block.

A more impartant distinction is which direction isthe concession moving towards? Isit a
conaession tha releases pressure on the system and thereby legitimizes illegitimate
authornty? Or isit aconcessionthat teaches people alesson aboutthar collective power
to make changeand therefore bringsuscloser to systemic change?

NGOism creates ripe conditionsfor going beyond mere ineffectiveness and into outright
complicity with thesystem. Time and time agan we've seen thesoda change NGO's
grow into becoming a part of the establishment and become a tool to margindize populr
dissent by lending legitimacy to thesystem. Whether its World Wildlife Fundgiving a
green seal of approvd to oil companies or the American Cancer Sodety's downplaying of
environmental pollution'srole in cancer?’, NGO's can easily become an obgacle to
trandormative change

The professiondization of soda changerequires extendve resources and thusin this
cynical eraof mail-order mobilizing and feel-goodfrom-your-armchar activism its
become clichZto point out that NGO agendas can be shaped by their funding needs
Whethe NGOs are reliant on amembership base or ingitutiond fundes, NGO's are
often forced to build a power base throughself-promotion rather than self-andysis. Not
only does this dilute NGO agendas to fit within the political comfort zoneof those with
resources, it disrupts the essential process of acknowledging mistakes and learning from
them. Thisevolutionay process of collective learningis central to fundamental sodal
changeandto have it derailed by professiondization threatensto limit thedepth of the
changetha we can create.

When a system is fundamentally flawed thereis no pointin tryingto fix it Bwe need to
re-designit. That istheessence of thetrandormative arenabdefining issues, re-framing
debaes, thinking big. We mug create political space to hanesstheincreasingly obvious
globd crisisinto rea changetowardsademocratic, jus and ecologically saneworld.

Our movements mug evolve past mere mobilizing and into real trandormative
organizing. Trandormative organizing is more than jus making the protest gheto loude
and bigge. Itisthenutsand bolts busness of building alterndives on agrassroots level,
and creating our own counter legitimacy to replace theingitutionsof corporate sodety.
Real organizing is giving people the skills and andysis they need to groundthe struggle
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to reclam our plang at both endsof thesoda changespectrum - the structural and the
individud; the creation of new identities and thetrandormation of globd systems.

It isessentia tha we don'twaste all our energy jug throwing ourselves at the machine
Resistance is only onepiece of thesodal changeequaion. It mug be complimented by
creation. Movements need ingitutionsthat can bethe hubsto hdp sugain our momentum
for thelonghaul. There are definitely NGO's which play thisrole well, we jug haveto
insure tha NGOism doesn't infect them with limiting definitionsof specialization and
professiondism.

We have to plant the seeds of the new sodety within the shdl of theold. Excitingwork
isbeng donearoundthe concept of Dual power strategies. These are strategies that not
only confrontillegitimate ingitutionsbut simultaneoudy embodythe aterndives,
thereby giving people the oppottunity to practice self-govenance and create space for
new political redlities. Examples of ingiring dud-power strategies are taking place
across theworld, paticularly in Latin America. Fromindigenousautonomstsin
Mexico, to thelandless movement in Brazil to Argentinds autoconvo@dos(literally
"self-convened") people's movements are resisting the corporate take ove of thear lives
by defiantly living thealternaives. %

In the creation of these alternatives - theholistic actionsof community transormation
tha gofar beyondany of thelimiting boundaies of professiondized sodal change- we
see avision of direct action at the point of assumption. Actionstha revea new
possibilities, chdlengethe assumptionsof the corporate monoailture and create
infectious new political spaces.

We can fightthedoonsday econony by de-voking the apoclypse with visionsof alife
affirming future. In doing so welay claimto aradical'sbest ally - hope But our hope
mug not bethenavetZ of denial. Rather our hopemus beasign pod, areminde of the
potential for our struggles. We mug not ghdtoize hopeas some mythic endpoint of
struggle butrather learn to carry it with usas blueprint for our daly efforts.

X. towards a politics of reality

Readlity isthat which is.

The English word @eal Ostems from aword which
meant regal, of or pertaining to the king.

(Real Oin spanish meansroyal.
Real property is that which is proper to the king.
Read estate is the estate of the king.

Readlity is that which pertains to the one in power,
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Isthat over which he has power, is his domain, his
Estate, is proper to him.

Theideal king reigns over everything asfar asthe
Eye can see. Hiseye. What he cannot seeis not
Royal, not real.

He sees what is proper to him.

To bereal isto bevisible to the king.

Theking isin his counting house.

- Marilyn Frye The Palitics of Reality 1983

Feminist author Marilyn Frye writes aboutreality from the perspective of alesbian
fighting to GexistOwithin an oppressive heterosexist culture for which theidea of a
women whois notsexudly dependant uponmen is unimaginable. Her poan eloquently
remindsusthat redlity is condructed and tha those in power ge to decidewho or what is
QeaQ Orinthewordsof the80@disco-indugrial band My Life with the Thrill Kill Kult
: OQealityQs the only word in the English language that should always be used in
quokes.O

Frye® poam uses the etymology of theword reality to expose theflawed assumptions
that shapethedominant cultural lens Theking® couning hous istheorigin of today@
corporate driven doorrsday econony. A QealityOwhich has colonized our mindsto
nomalize alienaion from naure, conquest and pariarcha hierarchies. A GealityObased
on the censorship of our history of collective struggle tha makes usthink rugged
individudism istheonly tact for resistance.

(RedlityOis the lensthroughwhich we see theworld. If we want to create a different
world we@e going to need to create some new lenses. We can begin by undestanding
that the values which currently undelie the globd system didn®win out because they are
time tested, democratically suppotted or even effective. This QealityOis a produd of the
naked brutality of European colonization and the systematic destruction of the cultural
and economic aternaivesto our current pahological system.

Thestruggle to create political space for atruly trandormative arenaof soda changeis
thefightto build anew collectivereality. Our last (orisit first?) lineof defense to the
spreading conumer monoadlture is the struggle to de-colonize our mindsand magnify
the multitudeof different GealitiesOembedded in the planet® sweeping diversity of
cultures, ecosystems and inter-dependant life forms.

At the center of these efforts mug bethe undestanding tha the ecological opeating
systems of the biogpheare represent an over-arching politics of reality. If wewant to talk
aboutredlity in thesingular, outside of its conagptud quotation marks, then we mug talk
aboutecological redlity- thereality of interdependence, diversity, limits, cycles and
dynamic bdance. A politics of redlity recognizes tha ecology is not merely another
singleissueto lump onto ourlist of demands rather ecologyisthelarger context in
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which all our strugglestakes place. A pditics of reality is grounced in the undestanding
tha the ecological collapse isthe central and mog visible contradictionin theglobd
system. It isan implicit acknowedgement that the central political project of ourerais
there-thinking of wha it meansto be human on planet earth.

We have to confront the cancer and pull the doornrsday econorny out of its suicidd no<e -
dive. Themovetowardsa politics of redlity istheessence of afight for thefuture itself.
Indian writer and activist Vandana Shiva said it eloquently in her speech at the World
Summit on Sustainable Development counter-summit in Augug 20020 hereis only one
struggle left and tha is the struggle for survival.O

Ecology mug beakey ingredient in the future of pan-movement politics. But to do so,
we mus insure that Earth centered values don®get appropriated by white, middle class
messenge's and get artificially separated from a comprehensve critiqueof all forms of
oppression. A globd ecology movement is already being led by the communities and
cultures mos impacted by thedoonsday econony, frominternaiond campesino
movements to urban communities resisting toxic poisoning to thelast indigenous
homelands Thos of usdreaming of more globd north counerpatsto these earth
centered movements have much to learn from listening to thevoices of frontine
resistance.

The Western ShoshonepeopleN themost borrbed nation on earth who have survived
hdf a century of U.S. nudear colonialism onthar ancestral landsin wha isnow called
Nevada\ have mobilized unde the banne of Hedling Globd Wound® Thisingiring
dogan remindsustha despite the harrors of brutality, empire and ecological catastrophe
thestrongest resistance liesin the ability to think big.

In facingtheglobd crisis, the mos powerful weapontha we haveis ourimaginaions
Aswe work to escapethe oppressive cultural nomms and flawed assumptionsof the
corporate system we mug liberate our imaginaions and articulate our dreamsfor alife
affirming future. Our actionsmusg embodythese new QealitiesObecause even when
people redlize tha they are onthe Titanic and theiceberg isright ahead, we still need to
seethelifeboa in order to jump ship. It is these alternatives which can hdp catalyze mass
defectionsfrom the pahological norms of modan consumer culture by showing people
the lifeboas.*

Our jobisto confront the sickness while articulating the alterndives, both andent and
new. Ourtruestrength liesin thediversity of optionspresented by earth centered, life
values whether we find the alternaives in the wisdom of traditiond cultures, local
econonies, spiritud/community renewal or ecological re-designs As we de-colonize our
own revolutionay imaginationswe will find new political frameworkstha name the
system and articulate the values crisis. We can base our work in an honest assessment of
our own privilege, and a commitment to healing historic wounds We can imaginea
culture defined by diversity tha promotes revolutionay optimism over nihilism and
embraces collective empowerment over individud coercion. Not only can redefine what
is possible, butwe mug!
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We are already winning. Lifeis stronge than greed. Hopeis more powerful than fear.
Thevalues crisisisin full swing and more and more people are turning their back onthe
pahologica values of thedoamsday econorny. The globd immunesystem iskickingin
and giving momentum to owr movements for change Call it an Enlightenment. Call it a
Renassance. Call it acommon sense revolution. The undelying conoepts are obvious
Asthesaying goesN for aperson standing onthe edgeof a cliff, progress mug be
defined as a step backwards

Imagination conjures change First we dream it, then we spesk it, then we struggle and
build it. Butwithoutthe dreams, withoutour de-colonized imaginaionsour effortsto
name and trandorm the system will nat succeed intime.

| take ingpiration from the slogan spray panted onthewalls of Paris during the
springtime uprising of 1968 (Be redistic. Demand the Impossible! OThe slogan is more
timely now than ever because the king can®stay in his couning house forever. Andthen
it'sour turnE.

xi. APPENDI X: a pragmatic dreamer's glossary (afew cognitive
stepping stones towards building a lexicon for transformative actionk. .)

by the smartM eme strategy and training project

The smartMeme Project is an emerging network of thinkers, trainers, writers, organizers
and earth-centered radicals who are exploring efforts to combine grassroots movement
building with tools to inject new ideas into popular culture. To join in the fun, help
expand and apply these concepts check out the evolution at : www.smartmeme.com.

ABCNNBCBS - theincreasingly blurred brand names for the same narrow stream of
U.S. corporate filtered mass media. Thisistheddivery system for the advertising
produd tha giant media corporationssell to thegeneral public. This process used to
occur primarily throughovert advertisng, increasingly however it has become a complex
web of cross-marketing, branding and self-promotion among different tentacles of the
same media empires.

advertising - themanipulation of collective desire for commercial interests. Over the
last 20 years asit has grown to benearly a$200billion indudry it has become the
propagandashdl and dream life of moden consumer culture. (See Control Mythology)

articulating values crisis - astrategy in which radicals lay claim to common sense
values and expose thefact tha the system is out of alignment with those values

controlM eme - ameme used to margindize, co-opt or limit the scale of sodal change
idess by inditutiondizing a statusquobias into popular perception of events. Thetype of
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memes tha RAND Corporation andysts and Pentagoninformation warfare experts spend
countess hours and millionsof dollars designing.

control mythology - theweb of stories, symbols and ideas which define the dominant
culture's sense of nomal (induding limiting owr imagination of sodal change and make
people think the system is undhangegble.

confirmatory bias- psychological conacept in which studies have shown people are more
likely to accept/bdieve new informationif it sounds like something they already bdieve.

defector syndrome - thetendency of radicals to self-margindize by exhibiting ther
dissentis such away tha it only speaks to thoee who aready share thar bdiefs.

direct action at the point(s) of assumption - actionswhos god isto re-frame issues
and create infectiousnew political space by targeting undelying assumptions

earth-centered - apolitical perspective throughwhich onedefines themselves and thear
actionsin the context of theplanet's ecological opeating systems, biological/cultural
diversity and ongong effortsto re-center human sodety within the Earth'snaural
limits/cycles. An emergingterm to draw linksand build alliances between ecological
identity politics, land based struggles, indigenousresistance, earth spiritudity, agrarian
folk wisdomand visionsof suganable, ecologically sane sodeties both past and future.
(etc.) A politicized acceptance of the sacredness of living systems.

global crisis - thepresent timein the history of planet earth characterized by the
systematic undemining of theplanet's life suppot systems throughindugria extraction,
unlimited growth, the commodification of al life and emergence of globd corporaterule.
Symptoms indude: accelerating loss of biological and cultural diversity, the
deterioration of al ecosystems, the de-stabilization of globd ecology (climate change
soil erogon, bio-contamindion etc.) growing dispaities beween rich and poor, increased
militarization, ongoing paternsof racism, classism and sexism and the spread of
consumer monoadlture. Part of theendgamne of 200 years of indudria capitalism, 500
years of white supremacist colonization and 10,000 years of pariarchd dominaion.

imageevent - an experience, event or actionwhich opeates as addivery system for
smartMemes by creating new assodationsand meanings

meme - (pronouned meem) aunit of self-replicating cultural trangmission (ex. idess,
dogans melodies, symbols) which spreadsvirally from brain to brain. Word coined by
evolutionay biologist Richard Dawkinsin 1976from a Greek root meaning "to imitate”
to draw theandogy with "genée'. "A contagiousinformation patern” - Glenn Grant

movement - acritical mass of people who share ideas, take collective action and build
aternaive inditutionsto create sodal change
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points of intervention - aplacein asystem, beit a physca system or aconceptud
system (ideology, cultural assumption etc.) where action can betaken to effectively
interruptthesystem. Examplesindudepoint of production (factory) point of
destruction, (logging road) point of consumption, (chan store) point of
decision,(corporate HQ) point of assumption (culture/mythology) and point of
potential (actionswhich makes aternaivesreal).

political space - the ability of an oppostiond idea or critiqueof thedominant order to
manifest itself and open up new revolutionay posbilities. The extent to which our
imaginaionsare colonized is the extent to which we lack political space and can't
implement or even suggest new political idess.

psychic break the process or moment where people realize the system is out of
alignment with ther values.

psycho-geography - theintersection of physcal landscapewith cultural and symbolic
landscapes. A framework for finding targets for direct action at the point of assumption.

radical - aperson committed to fundamental sodal changetha bdieves we mug address
theroots of the problem rather than jug the symptoms

smartMeme - adesigna meme which injects new infectiousideas into popukr culture,
contests established meaning (controlIMemes) and facilitates popukr re-thinking of
assumptions

subverter - an effective radical who works within thelogic of thedominant culture to
foder dissent, mobilize resistance and make fundanental sodal changeimaginable

tipping point - epidemiology term to describe point where a disease becomes an
epidemic. Popuarized by author Malcolm Gladwell to apply to the point where anew
idea hits a critical mass of populr acceptance.

Values - thesoda prindples, gods or standads held or accepted by an individud, group
or sodety. Themoral codesthat structure people's degpest hdd bdiefs.

Values crisis - thedisconnest between common sense values (judice, equdity,
democracy, ecological literacy) and the pathological values which undelie theglobd
corporate system

Values shift - arecognttion that theglobd crisisisthe expression of pahological values
which we will need to change An area of extreme difficulty to organize since people's
values are very ingrained and the effective languaye to communicate in the values arena
is often appropriated by powerful reactionay traditionsand ingitutions (govenment,
organized religion, patriarchd family etc.)
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Xerxes - andent Persian emperor who despite having theworld'slargest military force
ove extended himself and was defeated by the unity and creativity of the Greeks starting
alongdeclinetha led to theend of Persian dominance. A conceptud archetypefor the
fal of al empires. Americatake note.

X. END NOTES/SOURCES

! Merely, Michael unpublished monograph "The Difficult Position of Being an Anti-Statist Within
the Context of Northern Ireland" 2002 available upon request from m.reinshorough@queens-
belfast.ac.uk
2 The sixth mass extinction has become awidely accepted term within scientific circles to describe the
current period of extinction. Dr. Niles Eldredge, the curator in chief of the permanent exhibition "Hall of
Biodiversity" at the American Museum of Natural History has an article "The Sixth Extinction" available
at www.amnh.org June 2001. Also see Harvard biologist E.O. Wilson'swork.
® Datataken from BIS, 1999. Central Bank Survey of Foreign Exchange and Derivatives Market Activity,
1998. Basle: Bank for International Settlements. Thanks to Ricardo Bayon for his research into private
capital flows for the Rainforest Action Network. " Citigroup and the Environment" Feb 2000
* IMF. 1999. World Economic Outlook — October, 1999. Washington DC: International Monetary Fund.
® Ellwood, Wayne The No-Nonsense Guide to Globalization 2001 : New Internationalist Publications
® Stats taken from Orhe EconomistO(October 23, 1999) quoted in Ricardo Bayon's report for the
Rainforest Action Network " Citigroup and the Environment" Feb 2000
" Canadian philosopher John McMurtry has probably done the most to articulate this analysis in his
(cumbersome but useful) book The Cancer Stage of Capitalism 1999 : Pluto Press
8 Any analysis of the corporate take over of the American legal system isindebted to the work of the
Program on Corporations Law and Democracy. Info and materials can be found at www.poclad.org.
Particularly noteworthy is their recent compilation Defying Corporations, Defining Democracy: A Book
of History and Strategy edited By Dean Ritz and published by APEX publishing 2001. Likewise the
1993 pamphlet by Richard Grossman & Frank Adams, "Taking Care of Business: Citizenship and the
Charter of Incorporation" remains a classic. For athorough discussion of the 1886 ruling and corporate
personhood see " Santa Clara Blues: Corporate Personhood versus Democracy” by William Meyers the
pamphlet can be ordered from www.iiipublishing.com
® Factscited in the "TV Free American" newsletter of the TV Turnoff Network which has extensive facts
and figures about television addiction. See www.tvturnoff.org
19 The statistic comes from Jean Kilbourne's research into advertising and gender roles. Kilbourne's
known for her award-winning documentaries Killing Us Softly, Slim Hopes, and Pack of Lies. Her latest
book is Can't Buy My Love: How Advertising Changes the Way We Think and Feel 2000 Touchstone
1 Exact stat is over 800 million people living in hunger, 770 million in the global south or "developing
world". Food Insecurity in the World 2001. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
Report is available at : http://www.fao.org/docrep/x8200e/x8200e00.htm
12 Bell, James John The L ast Wizards Book of Green Shadows : The Destruction and Construction of Ideas
in Popular Consciousness 2002 Out of Order Books www.lastwizards.com
'3 Rey, Paul and Anderson, Sherry Ruth The Cultural Creatives New Y ork: Harmony Books, 2000
www.cultural creatives.org
4 Rey, Paul "The New Political Compass’ pre-publication manuscript 2002
> Moyer, Bill Doing Democracy: The MAP Model for Organizing Social Movements 2001 : New Society
Publishers R.I.P. Bill - your work inspired many and continues to nurture new generations of activists.
'8 The contrast of money values vs. life values is widely used. For a particularly eloquent articulation of it
check out the books or lectures of Global Exchange co-founder Kevin Danaher. Most are available
through www.global exchange.org. Also useful is the work of David Korten particularly The Post-
Corporate World : Life After Capitalism 1999 Kumarian Press
' meme (pronounced meem) describes a building block of replicable meaning, a unit of cultural
Information with the ability to spread virally from brain to brain (ex. ideas, slogans, melodies, symbols).
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Word coined by evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins in analogy with "gene" from a Greek root
meaning "to imitate". See The Selfish Gene Oxford University Press 1976. "A contagious information
pattern” - Glenn Grant

18 The term "meme warriors' was coined by Kalle Lasn in Adbusters Magazine and is expounded upon in
his book Culture Jam : How to Reverse America's Suicidal Consumer Binge and Why We Must 2000

NY :HarperCollins Despite its miltiarist connotations the term is intended to be gender neutral.

¥ The phrase "energy sovereignty" represents the simple but radical concept that local communities should
have the right to decide how to meet their own energy needs. Thus "development” decisions around
energy are placed in the context of local communities and ecosystems rather than the macro-scale
context of multi-national corporations, privatized utilities and global economic infrastructure. The term
comes from Oilwatch an international network of 120 ecological, human rights, religious organizations
and local communities, who support resistance against oil and gas activities from a Southern Countries
perspectives. www.oilwatch.org.net.ec Also see US based organizations Project Underground
www.moles.org and CorpWatch www.corpwatch.org

% | ee, Martha F. Earth First! Environmental Apocalypse 1995 Syracuse University Press

% The Zapatista uprising is one of the most documented revol utionary movementsin recent history,
there is no shortage of excellent coverage of their inspiring actions and important analysis. One of most
accessible and poetic of the compilations of Zapatista communiques and the writings of Marcosis Our
Word is Our Weapon edited by Juana Ponce de Leon 2000 Seven Stories Press

2 A spectacular account is recorded by John Jordan and Jennifer Whitney in their news print zine "Que Se

Vayan Todos : Argentina's Popular Uprising" May 2002 more info at www.weareeverywhere.org

> Bell, ibid

*Lasn, Kalle, ibid

% Many of these strategies around "image events' and applying the elements of narrative structure to
"telling the future" have been further developed by the smartMeme strategy and training project in their
essays "The Battle of the Story" and "The Next Environmental Movement”. These essays and an
ongoing forum for activists to explore and apply these ideas is avail able at www.smartmeme.com

%6 Quoted in James Davis "Thisis What Bureaucracy Looks Like" in The Battle of Seattle : The New
Challenge to Capitalist Globalization ed. Eddie Y uen, George Katsiaficas and Daniel Burton Rose 2002
Soft Skull Press. The articleis also auseful and relevant examination of NGOs.

% The modern cancer epidemic has spawned a parasitic industry of drug companies that sell expensive
treatment drugs many of whom also produce carcinogenic chemicals. Connected to many of these
corporations are various high profile, big-budget non-profit organizations that help keep public attention
focused on expensive treatments (the mythic "cure") rather than the cause. For more information on the
"Cancer Industry" see activist organizations like Breast Cancer Action (www.bcaction.org) and
environmental justice resources like the Environmental Research Foundation (www.rachels.org ).

%8 For comprehensive writings, discussions and organizing around the dual power concept check out
www.dualpower .net

#| am indebted to my conversations with Kevin Danaher for the lifeboat metaphor.
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